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Unit Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJSLS Performance 

Expectations 
Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
Unit I* 

 
Native 

Americans 
and the 

Pre-Colonial 
Era 

(1491-1607) 
 

2-3 
weeks 

How did 
North 
American 
Native 
civilizations 
develop? 
 
In what ways 
did the age of 
exploration 
impact North 
America? 

Advanced Native 
cultures existed 
prior to 
colonization in 
North American 
and developed 
unique 
relationships 
with European 
colonists.  
 
Contact among 
the peoples of 
Europe, the 
Americas, and 
West Africa 
created a new 
world. 

Diversity of 
Native American  
cultures (HCM) 
 
Motivations for 
colonization 
 
Rivalry among 
European 
explorers, traders 
and settlers 
 
Interactions 
between American 
Indians and 
Europeans (HCM) 
 
Key terms: 
Aztecs, Mayas, 
Incas, Pueblos, 
Christopher 
Columbus, 
Bartolemeo de las 
Casas, Columbian 
Exchange, 
Roanoke, 
conquistadors, 
two-spirited 
people (ICM) 

Historical 
causation 
 
Patterns of 
continuity and 
change over time 
 
Periodization 
 
Comparison 
 
Contextualization 
 
Historical 
argumentation 
 
Appropriate use of 
relevant historical 
evidence 
 
Interpretation 
 
Synthesis 
 
 

Alternative - 
Stories about 
Native American 
culture and 
concluding 
questions 
 
Summative - Short 
Answer Question 
on achievements 
of Native 
American 
civilizations.  
 

6.1.12.PD.1.a 
Use multiple sources to 
analyze the factors that led to 
an increase in the political 
rights and participation in 
government. 
 
6.1.12.CC.1.a 
Explain the consequences to 
Native American groups of 
the loss of their land and 
people. 

RH.9-10.8  
Assess the extent to 
which the 
reasoning and 
evidence in a text 
support the author’s 
claims. 
 
WH.9-10.4  
Produce clear and 
coherent writing in 
which the 
development, 
organization, and 
style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 
 
HS-ESS-3-1 
Construct an 
explanation based 
on evidence for 
how the availability 
of natural 
resources, 
occurrence of 
natural hazards, and 
changes in climate 
have influenced 
human activity. 
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Unit Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI Interdisciplinar

y Connections 
Unit II* 

 
Colonization 

and 
Settlement 

(1607 to 
1754) 

4-5 
weeks 

How did 
European 
settlers design 
new 
governments 
and economic 
systems in the 
Americas? 
 
How did the 
development 
of European 
settlements 
differ from 
one another 
based on 
geography? 

Europeans 
maneuvered and 
fought for 
dominance, 
control and 
security in North 
America. 
 
North American 
colonial societies 
adapted 
European 
governmental, 
economic, and 
cultural 
institutions and 
ideologies to 
meet their needs 
in the New 
World. 
 
Slavery as a 
legalized 
institution played 
a key role in the 
development of 
all colonial 
regions. 
 
 

Motivations for 
colonization 
 
Rivalry among 
European 
explorers, traders 
and settlers 
 
Regional 
development of 
economic, social 
and political 
systems 
 
Gender 
expression, sexual 
orientation, and 
gender roles in the 
colonies (ICM) 
 
Key terms: 
Jamestown, 
Plymouth, 
Mayflower 
Compact, Puritans, 
colonies, 
mercantilism, 
indentured 
servitude, Bacon’s 
Rebellion, slavery 
(ACM) 

Historical 
causation 
 
Patterns of 
continuity and 
change over time 
 
Periodization 
 
Comparison 
 
Contextualization 
 
Historical 
argumentation 
 
Appropriate use of 
relevant historical 
evidence 
 
Interpretation 
 
Synthesis 
 

Benchmark - To 
what extent was 
Christopher 
Columbus a hero 
or villain?  
 
Formative - 
Discussion and 
document analysis 
culminating in 
individual thesis 
writing. 
 
Summative - 
Long-essay 
question 
comparing the 
geography and 
economies of 
colonial regions. 
 

6.1.12.PI.1.a 
Explain how British North 
American colonies adapted the 
British governance structure to 
fit their ideas of individual 
rights, economic growth, and 
participatory government. 
 
6.1.12.PD.1.a 
Use multiple sources to analyze 
the factors that led to an increase 
in the political rights and 
participation in government. 
 
6.1.12.GI.1.a 
Explain how geographic 
variations (e.g., climate, soil 
conditions, and other natural 
resources) impacted economic 
development in the New World. 
 
6.1.12.GE.1.a 
Explain how economic ideas and 
the practices of mercantilism and 
capitalism conflicted during this 
time period. 

RH.9-10.8  
Assess the extent 
to which the 
reasoning and 
evidence in a 
text support the 
author’s claims. 
 
WH.9-10.4  
Produce clear 
and coherent 
writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and 
style are 
appropriate to 
task, purpose, 
and audience. 
 
8.2.12.ETW.4  
Research 
historical 
tensions between 
environmental 
and economic 
considerations 
as driven by 
human needs and 
wants in the 
development of a 
technological 
product and 
present 
the competing 
viewpoints. 
 
9.1.12.CAP.13 
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Analyze how the 
economic, social, 
and political 
conditions of a 
time period can 
affect the labor 
market. 
 
HS-ESS-3-1 
Construct an 
explanation 
based on 
evidence for how 
the availability 
of natural 
resources, 
occurrence of 
natural hazards, 
and changes in 
climate have 
influenced 
human activity. 
 
9.4.12.IML.2. 
Evaluate digital 
sources for 
timeliness, 
accuracy, 
perspective, 
credibility of the 
source, and 
relevance of 
information, in 
media, data, or 
other resources. 
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Unit Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI Interdisciplinar

y Connections 
Unit III* 

 
Revolution 

and the New 
Nation  

(1754-1800) 

11-12 
weeks 

What were 
the causes of 
the American 
Revolution? 
 
How did 
Americans 
mobilize for 
and win the 
war of 
indepen- 
dence? 
 
How did the 
framers of the 
Constitution 
balance the 
needs of 
individual 
citizens, 
states and 
national 
governments? 
 
How did 
early 
government 
leaders 
interpret and 
implement 
the 
Constitution? 

The war for 
independence 
was a result of 
growing 
ideological, 
political, 
geographic, 
economic, and 
religious tensions 
resulting from 
Britain’s 
centralization 
policies and 
practices. 
 
The American 
government 
recruited a 
standing army, 
developed 
military 
leadership and 
secured financial 
and military 
resources from 
abroad. 
 
The United 
States 
Constitution and 
Bill of Rights 
were designed to 
provide a 
framework for 
the American 
system of 
government, 

Causes and effects 
of the American 
Revolution 
 
Gender expression 
and sexual 
orientation in the 
Continental Army 
(ICM) 
 
Key terms: 
French and Indian 
War, Acts of 
Parliament, Olive 
Branch Petition, 
Common Sense, 
Sons of Liberty, 
Boston Massacre, 
Boston Tea Party, 
Join or Die, 
Declaration of 
Independence, The 
Crisis, Lexington 
and Concord, 
Princeton, 
Saratoga, 
Yorktown, 
Articles of 
Confederation, 
U.S. Constitution, 
Bill of Rights, 
separation of 
powers, checks 
and balances, 
federalism, 
Federalists, 
Anti-Federalists, 

Historical 
causation 
 
Historical 
argumentation 
 
Appropriate use of 
relevant historical 
evidence 
 
Interpretation 
 
Synthesis 
 
Patterns of 
continuity and 
change over time 

Formative - Four 
arguments for 
Patriots, four 
arguments for 
Loyalists, four 
questions for 
undecideds. 
 
Alternative- Apply 
the ideas of the 
Declaration of 
Independence to a 
current event. 
 
Summative - 
Document-based 
question on 
whether American 
Revolution was 
justified. 
 
 
Summative: 
SAQ evaluating 
Constitutional 
compromises. 

6.1.12.CC.2.b 
Assess the importance of the 
intellectual origins of the 
Foundational Documents and 
assess their importance on the 
spread of democracy around the 
world (i.e., Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, 
and Bill of Rights). 
 
6.1.12.PD.2.a 
Compare and contrast the 
arguments of Federalists and 
Anti-Federalists during the 
ratification debates, and assess 
their continuing relevance. 
 
6.1.12.PR.2.a 
Use primary sources to explain 
how judicial review made the 
Supreme Court an influential 
branch of government and 
construct an argument regarding 
the continuing impact of the 
Supreme Court today. 
  
6.1.12.PI.2.b 
Examine the emergence of early 
political parties and their views 
on centralized government and 
foreign affairs, and compare 
these positions with those of 
today’s political parties. 
 
6.1.12.UP.2.a: Using primary 
sources, describe the 
perspectives of African 

RH.9-10.8  
Assess the extent 
to which the 
reasoning and 
evidence in a 
text support the 
author’s claims. 
 
WH.9-10.4  
Produce clear 
and coherent 
writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and 
style are 
appropriate to 
task, purpose, 
and audience. 
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while also 
protecting 
individual rights. 
 
Debates about 
individual rights, 
states’ rights, and 
federal power 
shaped the 
development of 
the political and 
economic 
institutions and 
practices of the 
new Republic. 

Virginia and 
Kentucky 
Resolutions, 
Northwest 
Ordinance, 
Whiskey 
Rebellion 
 
Key people: 
George 
Washington, 
Benjamin 
Franklin, George 
III, Samuel 
Adams, John 
Adams, Abigail 
Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, 
Crispus Attucks 
(ACM), Marquis 
de Lafayette, 
Baron von 
Steuben (ICM), 
Molly Pitcher, 
Joseph Brant, 
Phillis Wheatley 
(ACM), James 
Madison, 
Alexander 
Hamilton, Patrick 
Henry, Mercy Otis 
Warren  
 
Contributions of 
minorities and 
women during the 
American 
Revolution (ICM) 

Americans, Native Americans, 
and women during the American 
Revolution and assess the 
contributions of each group on 
the outcome of the war. 
 
6.1.12.UP.2.b: Analyze the 
impact and contributions of 
African American leaders and 
institutions in the development 
and activities of black 
communities in the North and 
South before and after the Civil 
War. 
 
6.1.12.SE.2.a: Construct 
responses to arguments in 
support of new rights and roles 
for women and for arguments 
explaining the reasons against 
them. 
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Unit Pacin
g 

Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
Unit IV* 

 
Expansion 

and Reform 
(1800-1848) 

9-10 
weeks 

How did the 
concept and 
administration 
of democracy 
evolve over 
time? 
 
What impacts 
did the growth 
of the nation 
have on 
distinct groups 
of people 
(Native 
Americans, 
Mexicans)? 
 
How did 
America 
realize 
manifest 
destiny? 
 
What were the 
positive and 
negative 
impacts of the 
growth of the 
American 
economy? 

The United 
States began as a 
representative 
democracy 
dominated by 
elites but over 
time power 
began to be 
shared by the 
masses. 
 
Multiple 
political, social, 
and economic 
factors caused 
American 
territorial 
expansion. 
 
The rapid 
expansion and 
transformation of 
the American 
economy 
contributed to 
regional 
tensions, social 
reform, political 
compromises, 
and an expansion 
of democratic 
practices. 

Evolution of 
American 
governmental 
institutions and 
concepts of the 
role of 
governments 
 
Reasons for 
territorial 
acquisition and 
methods used to 
achieve manifest 
destiny 
 
Establishment of 
the United States 
in the world 
community 
 
Societal reforms 
and technological 
developments in 
American culture 
 
Gender expression 
and sexual 
orientation in the 
West (ICM) 
 
Key terms: 
Marbury v. 
Madison, Trail of 
Tears, War of 
1812, Louisiana 
Purchase, South 
Carolina 

Patterns of 
continuity and 
change over time 
 
Historical 
argumentation 
 
Interpretation 
 
Synthesis 
 
Historical 
causation 
 
Periodization 
 
Contextualization 

Benchmark - To 
what extent was 
Andrew Jackson a 
good or bad 
president? 
 
Alternative - Make 
a connection 
between the 
strategies of 
reformers during 
this time period 
and activists 
today. 
 
 
Formative - 
Document analysis 
about the impact 
of manifest 
destiny. 
 
Summative - LEQ 
on impact of this 
time period. 
 

6.1.12.PP.2.a 
Analyze how the United States 
has attempted to account for 
regional differences while also 
striving to create an American 
identity. 
 
6.1.12.PP.2.b 
Use multiple sources to 
evaluate the effectiveness of 
the Northwest Ordinance in 
resolving disputes over 
Western lands and the 
expansion of slavery. 
 
6.1.12.UP.2.c 
Explain why American ideals 
put forth in the Constitution 
have been denied to different 
groups of people throughout 
time (i.e., due process, rule of 
law and individual rights). 
 
6.1.12.CC.2.a 
Create a timeline that relates 
events in Europe to the 
development of American 
trade and American foreign 
and domestic policies. 
 
6.1.12.UP.2.b 
Analyze the impact and 
contributions of African 
American leaders and 
institutions in the development 
and activities of black 
communities in the North and 

RH.9-10.2  
Determine the 
theme, central 
ideas, key 
information and/or 
perspective(s) 
presented in a 
primary or 
secondary source; 
provide an accurate 
summary that 
makes clear the 
relationships 
among the key 
details and ideas. 
 
RH.9-10.5 
Describe how a 
text uses structure 
to emphasize key 
points or advance 
an explanation or 
analysis. 
 
WH.9-10.2 
Write informative/ 
explanatory texts, 
including the 
narration of 
historical events. 
 
HS-ESS-3-1 
Construct an 
explanation based 
on evidence for 
how the 
availability of 
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Exposition & 
Protest, 
Declaration of 
Sentiments of the 
Rights of Women,  
Manifest Destiny, 
Missouri 
Compromise, 
transcendentalism 
(ICM) 
 
Key people: 
Lewis and Clark, 
Andrew Jackson, 
John Calhoun, 
Daniel Webster, 
Henry Clay, John 
C. Calhoun, James 
K. Polk, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, 
Frederick 
Douglass (ACM), 
Harriet Tubman 
(ACM, ICM), 
Dorothea Dix, 
Emily Dickinson 
(ICM) 

South before and after the 
Civil War. 
 
6.1.12. DP.3.b 
Judge the fairness of 
government treaties, policies, 
and actions that resulted in 
Native American migration 
and removal. 
 
6.1.12.UP.3.a 
Determine how expansion 
created opportunities for some 
and hardships for others by 
considering multiple 
perspectives over different 
time periods (e.g. Native 
American/European, Native 
American/White settlers, 
American/Latin American, 
American/Asian). 
 
6.1.12.PI.3.b 
Describe how the Supreme 
Court increased the power of 
the national government and 
promoted national economic 
growth during this era. 
 
6.1.12.DP.3.a 
Compare and contrast the 
successes and failures of 
political and social reform 
movements in New Jersey and 
the nation during the 
Antebellum period (i.e., the 
1844 State Constitution, 
abolition, women’s rights, and 
temperance). 
 

natural resources, 
occurrence of 
natural hazards, 
and changes in 
climate have 
influenced human 
activity. 
 
S-IC-B-3 
Recognize the 
purposes of and 
differences among 
sample surveys, 
experiments, and 
observational 
studies; explain 
how randomization 
relates to each. 
 
9.4.12.CI.1. 
Demonstrate the 
ability to reflect, 
analyze, and use 
creative skills and 
ideas. 

7 



Hillsborough Township School District                                            US History I Honors        7/7/20 
 
6.1.12.PI.3.a 
Analyze primary and 
secondary sources to 
determine the extent to which 
local and state issues, 
publications, and the rise of 
interest group and party 
politics impacted the 
development of democratic 
institutions and practices. 
 
6.1.12.UP.3.b 
Examine a variety of sources 
from multiple perspectives on 
slavery and evaluate the 
claims used to justify the 
arguments. 
 
6.1.12. DP.3.c 
Examine the origins of the 
antislavery movement and the 
impact of particular events, 
such as the Amistad decision, 
on the movement. 
 
6.1.12.SV.3.a 
Evaluate the impact of 
Western settlement on the 
expansion of United States 
political boundaries. 
 
6.1.12.GE.3.a 
Analyze how technological 
developments transformed the 
economy, created international 
markets, and affected the 
environment in New Jersey 
and the nation. 
 

8 



Hillsborough Township School District                                            US History I Honors        7/7/20 
6.1.12.ET.3.a 
Relate the wealth of natural 
resources to the economic 
development of the United 
States and to the quality of life 
of individuals. 
 
6.1.12.UP.3.a 
Determine how expansion 
created opportunities for some 
and hardships for others by 
considering multiple 
perspectives over different 
time periods (e.g. Native 
American/European, Native 
American/White settlers, 
American/Latin American, 
American/Asian). 
 
6.1.12.CA.3.b 
Use primary sources 
representing multiple 
perspectives to explain the 
impact of immigration on 
American society and the 
economy and the various 
responses to increased 
immigration. 
 
6.1.12.CA.3.a 
Use evidence to demonstrate 
how states' rights (i.e., 
Nullification) and sectional 
interests influenced party 
politics and shaped national 
policies (i.e., the Missouri 
Compromise and the 
Compromise of 1850). 
 
6.1.12.NE.3.a 

9 
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Evaluate the impact of 
education in improving 
economic opportunities and in 
the development of 
responsible citizens. 
 
6.1.12.CC.3.a 
Evaluate the role of religion, 
music, literature, and media in 
shaping contemporary 
American culture over 
different time periods. 
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Unit Pacing Essential 
Questions 

Enduring 
Understandings Content Skills Assessment NJCCCS CPI Interdisciplinary 

Connections 
Unit V* 

 
Civil War 

and 
Reconstruc

- tion  
(1848- 
1877) 

9-10 
weeks 

What were the 
causes of the 
American Civil 
War? 
 
How did the 
end of the Civil 
War 
immediately 
impact the 
United States 
socially, 
politically, 
economically, 
and 
geographically? 
 
How were 
various 
minority groups 
living within 
the United 
States affected 
by the Civil 
War? 
 
What were the 
goals of 
Reconstruction 
and to what 
extent were 
they achieved? 

The Civil War 
was caused by 
ideological, 
economic, and 
political 
differences 
about the future 
course of the 
nation. 
 
Efforts to reunite 
the country 
through 
Reconstruction 
were contested, 
resisted, and had 
long-term 
consequences. 
 
The impact of 
the Civil War 
and the 
Reconstruction 
Era on the social 
structure and 
cultural values 
of America and 
the tensions it 
created between 
ethnic and social 
groups. 
 
The ways the 
Constitutional 
amendments and 
national laws 
from the war and 
postwar period 

Causes, course and 
consequences of 
the Civil War 
(ACM) 
 
Key documents of 
the Civil War 
period 
 
Impacts of the 
Reconstruction 
Amendments 
(ACM) 
 
The effects of the 
Civil War  on the 
economy during 
the Reconstruction 
Era 
 
Gender expression 
and sexual 
orientation during 
the Civil War 
(ICM)  
 
Key terms: 
Compromise of 
1850, Dred Scott 
v. Sanford, 
Cornerstone 
Speech, South 
Carolina Secession 
Declaration, 
Gettysburg 
Address, 
Emancipation 
Proclamation, 

Historical 
causation 
 
Patterns of 
continuity and 
change over time 
 
Periodization 
 
Comparison 
 
Contextualization 
 
Historical 
argumentation 
 
Appropriate use of 
relevant historical 
evidence 
 
Interpretation 
 
Synthesis 

Formative - Three 
key events of the 
Civil War with 
explanation and 
ranking. 
 
Summative - 
Essay question 
including impact 
of Reconstruction 
today. 
 
Alternative - 
Visual essay 
tracing modern 
issue of student 
choosing to the 
14th Amendment. 

6.1.12.CA.4.c 
Analyze the debate about 
how to reunite the country, 
and determine the extent to 
which enacted 
Reconstruction policies 
achieved their goals. 
 
6.1.12.UP.4.a 
Relate conflicting political, 
economic, social, and 
sectional perspectives on 
Reconstruction to the 
resistance of some Southern 
individuals and states. 
 
6.1.12.UP.4.a 
Relate conflicting political, 
economic, social, and 
sectional perspectives on 
Reconstruction to the 
resistance of some Southern 
individuals and states. 
 
6.1.12.NE.4.a 
Compare and contrast the 
immediate and long-term 
effects of the Civil War on 
the economies of the North 
and South. 
 
6.1.12.UP.4.b 
Use primary sources to 
compare and contrast the 
experiences of African 
Americans who lived in 
Union and Confederate states 

RH.9-10.7 
Integrate 
quantitative or 
technical analysis 
(e.g., charts, 
research data) with 
qualitative analysis 
in print or digital 
text, to analyze 
information 
presented via 
different mediums. 
 
RH.9-10.9  
Compare and 
contrast treatments 
of the same topic, or 
of various 
perspectives,  in 
several primary and 
secondary sources; 
analyze how they 
relate in terms of 
themes and 
significant historical 
concepts. 
 
WH.9-10.5  
Develop and 
strengthen writing 
as needed by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new 
approach, focusing 
on addressing what 
is most significant 
for a specific 
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impacted 
African 
Americans. 
 
Institutionalized 
discrimination 
persisted 
throughout the 
country despite 
the 13th, 14th, 
and 15th 
amendments. 
 

Lincoln’s 
Inaugural 
Addresses, 13th 
Amendment, 
Reconstruction 
Act of 1866, 14th 
Amendment, the 
Freedmen's 
Bureau, Ku Klux 
Klan, 15th 
Amendment, Jim 
Crow laws, Black 
codes, 
carpetbaggers, 
scalawags, The 
Lost Cause 
(ACM) 
 
Key people: 
Abraham Lincoln, 
John Brown, 
Frederick 
Douglass (ACM), 
Robert Smalls 
(ACM), Harriet 
Beecher Stowe, 
Andrew Johnson, 
Robert E. Lee, 
Ulysses S. Grant, 
Andrew Johnson, 
Thaddeus Stevens, 
Charles Sumner, 
Harriett Tubman 
(ICM, ACM) 

before and during the Civil 
War. 

purpose and 
audience. 
 
WH.9-10.6  
Use technology, 
including the 
Internet, to produce, 
share, and update 
writing products, 
taking advantage of 
technology’s 
capacity to link to 
other information 
and to display 
information flexibly 
and dynamically. 
 
WH.9-10.7  
Conduct short as 
well as more 
sustained research 
projects to answer a 
question (including 
a self-generated 
question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry 
when appropriate; 
synthesize multiple 
sources on the 
subject, 
demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under 
investigation. 
 
WH.9-10.8  
Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple 

12 
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authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches effectively; 
assess the 
usefulness of each 
source in answering 
the research 
question; integrate 
information into the 
text selectively to 
maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and 
following a standard 
format for citation. 
 
WH.9-10.9  
Draw evidence from 
informational texts 
to support analysis 
reflection, and 
research. 
 
9.4.12.IML.2. 
Evaluate digital 
sources for 
timeliness, 
accuracy, 
perspective, 
credibility of the 
source, and 
relevance of 
information, in 
media, data, or other 
resources. 

 
*Units will be modified for special education students, English language learners, students at risk of school failure, gifted and talented students, and students with 504 plans 
according to the specific needs of students and activities implemented.  
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https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/students/irs/strategies.pdf
https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-practices
https://www.nj.gov/education/specialed/info/array.pdf

